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Unit 1 - What is Language?
Lesson 1 - The ﬁrst languages
Day 1:
Activity
Before taking roll or making any greeting to the students on the ﬁrst day, go to each student individually, shake
hands, and say salve (hello in Latin.) Look at the whole class and say salvete (the plural form.) Repeat this until they
start to catch on that you say one form to one person and the other to more than one person.

Discuss
●
●
●

Some languages have different forms of the same word to perform different functions.
In English there aren't different endings on the word hello, but in Latin there are.
In English, however, we do have different words and different ways to give a greeting.

Activity
Ask students to think of many different ways to say hello, and list them on the board. Encourage them to think of
words in other languages.

Discuss
●
●

Synonyms are different words meaning the same thing.
Identify the foreign languages that were used.

Play
Hello Across the World on www.PrimaLingua.org. Show students how to create their account and run through the
ﬁrst activity with them. They can replay for homework.
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Day 2:
Discuss
What was the ﬁrst language? Was it one of the languages mentioned in the Hello activity, i.e. Latin? Imagine before
there were even humans speaking on earth. Perhaps the ﬁrst language was between animals. Brainstorm in groups
or as a class:
●
●
●
●

What do animals have to communicate? (food location, danger, mating)
How do animals communicate these things? (vocally, gestures, scents)
Do different animals have different forms of communication? (e.g. Bees dance to tell where ﬂowers are)
What type of language did primitive humans ﬁrst use?
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